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President’s Letter
It’s hard to believe that I have reached my 100th day 
in office!  It’s been an exciting time transitioning from 
Trustee to Village President. For those of you that may 
not know me, I grew up in Barrington and have been 
a resident of Barrington Hills since 2011. Beginning in 
2015, I served the Village of Barrington Hills as a Trustee, 
and Chairman of both the Roads & Bridges and Public 
Safety Committees. 

My family and I have been, and continue to be, 
involved in the Barrington Community, be it through our 
children’s athletic associations, equestrian activities, 
nonprofit organizations or volunteering when needed. I 
appreciate what makes Barrington Hills so unique and 
as President, I plan to continue protecting our open 
spaces, zoning, village borders and property freedoms.

We are working on some exciting community events: 

• The 9th Annual The Hills Are Alive Fall 

Festival is scheduled for Sunday, September 

19th, rain or shine!  The Village received such 
great feedback last year about having it on Village 
Hall grounds that we decided to keep it here.  
Come on out from Noon to 4 PM to enjoy live 
music from Sons of Bildor; family entertainment 
and new this year—a Taste of Italy!  

• The possibility of sponsoring an e-waste and 
shredding event this fall.  When this gets finalized, 
details will be posted on our website and social 
media.

• A Proclamation recognizing Barrington 
Hills Country Club’s 100th Anniversary.  
Congratulations! 

Other news to share:

• The Village just 
sponsored its first 5k 
Independence Day 
Fun Run through the 
Hills, in conjunction 
with Cuba Township. Participants enjoyed a cool, 
sunny morning to run, jog or walk the route, which 
of course included Veterans’ Crossing Bridge, 
raising $1,000 for Project Hero, a non-profit 
dedicated to helping veterans and first responders. 
Way to go!   

• We will be welcoming William Wojcik as the 
newest member to the Police Department. He will 
be sworn in as Police Officer at the August Board 
of Trustees Meeting. Welcome Officer Wojcik! 

• Several homeowners associations took advantage 
of the pricing extended to them by the Village’s 
Road Program contractors and repaved their 
private roads. If you, too, would like to do the 
same, keep an eye out for an announcement 
Spring 2022.

I am happy to report the ALPR camera (automatic 
license plate recognition) program has proven to be 
instrumental in Police investigations. The Village has 
thoroughly vetted three vendors and we are inching 
closer to a finalized contract.  The Village is anxiously 
awaiting to learn if we have been awarded ComEd’s 
Powering Safe Communities Grant funds for additional 
speed radar signs.  Fingers crossed! 

I thank you for the trust you have put in me as your new 
Village President.  I am always available and looking 
forward to working together.

  President Brian D. Cecola

 First Ordinance as President  Veterans Crossing Bridge Remembering the Veterans on Memorial Day With Ofc. Belcore (C) and Chief Colditz (R)  
at the 5k
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COLLEEN KONICEK 
HANNIGAN

Trustee Colleen Konicek Hannigan, a 
familiar person on the Village Board, 
has been serving as Village Trustee for 
the past eight years.  She chose not to 
run for re-election this past April.   When 
then, Trustee Brian Cecola, was elected 
to serve as President vacating his seat 

as Trustee, Colleen was nominated and appointed by the Board to 
fill the open seat which had a remaining term of two years.  Trustee 
Konicek Hannigan additionally serves as the Chair of the Building & 
Zoning Committee.

“I’m thrilled for the opportunity to represent Barrington Hills for two more 
years and was honored by President Cecola’s nomination,” said Trustee 
Konicek Hannigan.  “Barrington Hills is a unique and special place to 
call home and I look forward to helping to enforce our code in order 
to preserve its heritage that was entrusted to us by those farsighted 
residents who incorporated the Village in 1957.”

For our newer residents that may not know “Trustee Konicek,” Colleen, 
since the age of four has resided in Barrington Hills and through 
lifelong pastimes credited to Barrington Hills’ inherent features, holds 
dear the Village’s 5-acre zoning, unique property rights and our 
community’s tranquility. It’s no surprise that Trustee Konicek was one 
of the organizers for the Village’s premier 5k Independence Fun Run, 
sponsored with Cuba Township! 

LAURA EKSTROM

Laura Ekstrom, grew up in Barrington and 
attended District 220 schools.  Together 
with her husband Larry (her high school 
sweetheart), Trustee Ekstrom has resided 
in Barrington Hills for over 25 years where 
they raised their two children. 

Her background and experience as a 
Member of the Chicago Board of Trade 

and serving as President and CEO of an advertising firm has easily 
enabled her to put forward her knowledge and contribute to the initiatives 
of the many organizations for which she has volunteered, including the 
Village’s Communication Committee (2008 to 
2014). Laura dedicates much of her time to 
philanthropic endeavors but when time allows, 
she also enjoys snow skiing, travel, garden 
photography and watercolor painting. 

Trustee Ekstrom is dedicated to preserving 
our unique community and values resident 
perspectives. “While most residents know that 
they can attend our Board meetings, many may 
not realize that Committee and Commission 
meetings are also open to the public. Our village 
is a community above all else and having the 
input of our residents reflected in our decision-
making is not only welcomed but encouraged,” 
said Trustee Ekstrom.  She also presides as 
Chair of the Village’s Environment and Roads 
& Bridges Committees and is the Equestrian 
Liaison for the Equestrian Commission. For 
the 2021 Meeting Calendar, visit vbhil.gov. 

Introducing Your Newly Elected Trustees
Trustees Ekstrom, Riff, Strauss and Konicek Hannigan join sitting Trustees  

Bryan Croll (Chair, Finance Committee) and Debra Buettner (Chair, Plan Commission).

DAVID RIFF

David Riff is very well acquainted with 
the Barrington area.  He grew up in 
Barrington and was a student of District 
220 schools. He and his family have lived 
in Barrington Hills for the past 18 years. 
When he is not attending meetings 
on the Board of Directors for a direct 
sales jewelry company or as their Chief 

Information Officer, Trustee Riff enjoys Barrington Hills’ open spaces 
for a wide range of activities with his family, including motorsports, 
photography, gardening and his immense love of all-things classic 

cars—from restoring them 
to hobby racing at local 
tracks. Trustee Riff is a 
natural as a Village Trustee, 
as he brings his 12+ years’ 
experience from serving on 
the Board of a national car 
club.

“I would like to make certain 
that we remain focused 
on the budget, protect our 
residential zoning laws and 
ensure that our community 
remains safe and secure 
for all residents,” said 
Trustee Riff who is Chair of 
the Village’s Public Safety 
and Municipal Buildings & 
Grounds Committees. 

THOMAS STRAUSS

Tom Strauss, with his wife and family, have 
resided in the Barrington area for over 26 
years, 14 of those years in Barrington 
Hills where their children attended and 
graduated District 220 schools. He 
is the owner of a leading retail sales 
management consulting company and 
a Board Member of a recently launched 

company that specializes in sanitizer-dispensing cell phone cases.  
His “get-involved” disposition easily supports his lengthy history of 
volunteering at the executive level for various organizations and non-
profits. Currently, Trustee Strauss is serving as a Board Member and 
Treasurer of the Paganica Homeowners Association.  In his free time, 
he enjoys outdoor sports, scuba diving, horseback riding and traveling.  

Trustee Strauss is an advocate for Barrington Hills’ characteristics. 
Protecting Barrington Hills’ residential zoning laws, remaining fiscally 
prudent and ensuring our community’s safety are at the top of his list. 
“The first few months have been a learning experience, as Trustee life 
is significantly different from corporate life, but it has been worth the 
effort. I look forward to the challenges that will be presented to our 
Board with the goal of working for the best interests of the residents 
and not of any individuals,” said Trustee Strauss.  “We live in a special 
community and the Board is committed to maintaining our heritage.”

In addition to serving as a Village Trustee, Tom is also Chair for the 
Health, Insurance and Personnel Village Committees.

2021 Board of Trustees from left to right: Riff, Buettner, Croll, 
Cecola, Konicek, Ekstrom, Strauss. 
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9th Annual

Sunday
Sept. 19

The Hills Are Alive

Brought to you by the Village of Barrington Hills | vbhil.gov/hills-alive

Noon - 4 PM
Park at Barrington United 

Methodist Church
98 Algonquin Road  for 
shuttle to Village Hall

BUBBLES

BAGGO GIVEAWAYS

TASTE OF ITALY

& MORE

The Village extends its most heartfelt gratitude to our sponsors, donors and volunteers whose 
generosity is what makes The Hills Are Alive Fall Festival possible.  

At every fest, the Village receives requests for the coveted “The Hills Are Alive Fall Fest” 
T-shirts.  There’s only one way to own one of these treasurers…VOLUNTEER.

  Sign up today by emailing fest@vbhil.gov.  
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5k Independence Day Fun Run Considered as an Annual Event
The wave of the brightly colored flag cracked, and they were 
off!  Approximately 50 registrants took part in the Village’s inaugural  

5k Independence Day 
Fun Run through the 
Hills on July 3rd, co-
sponsored with Cuba 
Township. Runners, 
joggers, walkers and 
talkers self-timed their 
pace against their own 
personal goals, as they 
inhaled the exhilarating 
morning air and took 
in the scenery that only 
Barrington Hills can offer. 

The annual Independence Day Run was originally held by the 
Barrington Arts Council as the Run for the Arts and has several 

decades of history. More recently, the event had been sponsored by Good Shepherd Health and Fitness as the 
Family Fun and Fitness Run. This year, Good Shepherd decided not to host the run. 

“I was approached by several families who enjoyed this fourth of July tradition over the years, particularly when their 
families came back to visit and participated in the run and then went to the parade. When the Arts Council first held 
the run, the family with the most participants won two passes to the Catlow for the year, so it really became a family 
tradition for many Barrington families that continued long after that challenge was no longer part of the event,” 
shared Trustee Konicek Hannigan. “We didn’t want to see this community and family tradition end, so I presented 
the idea of Barrington Hills hosting the run to President Cecola, Chief Colditz and Administrator Paul, knowing it 
was short notice, but that we could pull it off.”

And they did! Registration proceeds of $1,000 were donated to Project Hero, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to helping traumatized Veterans and First 
Responders achieve rehabilitation, 
recovery and resilience in their daily 
lives.  “It was fun to see people of all ages 
participate. It was great for our Village 
and for our Veterans. Considering the 
short time in which it was organized, we 
had a great turnout,” shared President 
Cecola at July’s Board of Trustees 
meeting, who also agreed with Trustee 
Konicek Hannigan’s interest in making 
this an annual Village-Cuba Township 
co-sponsored event. 

Mark your calendar for July 
2022 where we anticipate 

hosting another run through 
our beautiful Barrington Hills! 

We’re looking forward to seeing 
YOU in one of these photos!
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1. Resident Alerts:   Sign up and manage how to receive village notifications.

2. Village Code:  Discover what is allowed and what those definitions mean.

3. Administrative Records:   Contains links to public notices and documents that facilitate operations of the Village.

4. Meeting Packets:  View upcoming and archived meeting information.

5. FOIA Requests:  Follow this link to submit a Freedom of Information Act request.

6. Overweight Permits:  For any vehicle/load or combination thereof accessing village-maintained roads in  
 excess of 18 tons (36,000 pounds) a permit is required.

7. News:  News from Village Hall. 

The Barrington Hills website is a wealth of information. We’ve highlighted where to look for the answers 
to our most frequently asked questions. Fun fact: VBHIL.gov takes you to the same page!

INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS…
…BarringtonHills-IL.gov

A few months back, the Village entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement 
with the Cook County Department of Transportation (CCDOT) to study the 
increased flooding that has led to the overtopping of Donlea Road.

In April of this year, representatives of the CCDOT and the Village Engineer 
met on Donlea Road to do an onsite analysis.  They hoped to locate the 
reason for the occasional overtopping, looking for something like a blocked 
culvert or illegal diversion.  Unfortunately, they did not locate anything that 
was a clear cause, but they did locate several culverts under County Line 
Road that are in need of maintenance or replacement.  While not likely to 
solve the problem completely, fixing them may help.   These concerns have 
been transmitted to the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for 
correction.

While they didn’t find that definitive answer, they did gain a better sense 
of the area and it’s drainage flow.  The County’s next step is to collect soil 
boring data as well as more exact topographic data to further complete the 
picture.  Updates will be made available as the investigation progresses. 

D O N L E A D O N L E A 
I N V E S T I G A T I O N I N V E S T I G A T I O N 
P R O G R E S S E S … .P R O G R E S S E S … .
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Bridget Sica! The Barrington Hills Police Department is pleased 
to welcome Bridget Sica as its new Records Clerk. In addition to 
her recently earned Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from 
Indiana Wesleyan University, Bridget has a family background in 
law enforcement and public service: her father is a Lake County 
Sheriff’s Deputy and her mother was an EMT/Firefighter and later a 
911 dispatcher. 

Off-duty, Bridget enjoys concerts and being outdoors – camping, 
hiking, and fishing – and is looking forward to an upcoming 
backpacking trip in Alaska. She joins BHPD after a 22-year career 
managing a dental office and is now applying her talents and abilities 
to criminal justice, which has been a long-time interest. Welcome!

And Welcoming…

IT’S OK TO CALL 911
Although not common, the Police Department does receive applications for and issues solicitor permits 
for door-to-door sales.  It is important to understand that permit issuance is not an endorsement of 
the business, its products or services, or of the individual permitholder.  While the Department does 
fingerprint all solicitor permit applicants, no criminal history or background check is completed.

The topic of door-to-door solicitations often prompts the question of why the Village doesn’t ban the, 
typically undesirable, activity and the answer is that free speech for commercial purposes has been 
upheld by the Supreme Court.  Accordingly, municipalities are limited to regulating time, place and 
manner restrictions.  

Title 3, Chapter 3 of the Village Code requires anyone, except those expressly exempted, engaging in 
the business or activity of solicitation in the Village to obtain and maintain a valid solicitor’s permit, as 
provided by the Chapter.   

Other regulations include:

• Solicitation is limited to Monday to Saturday  8:00 A.M. 
to 8:00 P.M. 

• Soliciting on Sundays or state/national holidays is prohibited.

• Registered solicitors must, at all times while soliciting in 
the Village, wear the issued permit on their outer clothing, 
in such a way that the permit may be easily seen and read 
while in the course of solicitation activities.  See example.  

• Soliciting at a premises which prominently displays a sign prohibiting such activity is prohibited.

Residents are strongly encouraged to exercise caution when 
interacting with unknown and unexpected visitors, including 
door-to-door solicitors.  Ruse or distraction burglaries are 
typically preceded by an individual purporting to be selling 
products or services who distracts a homeowner while 
an accomplice steals valuables from the residence.  This 
scenario can be completely avoided by the installation 
of a No Trespassing sign and refusing to engage with 
anyone uninvited to your property.  If the sign goes 
unheeded by anyone, call 911 and report a trespassing 
incident.

Reflective aluminum signs are available for 
purchase at Department’s cost: $9.30 per 
sign via check or credit card.
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BARRINGTON HILLS AN IMPORTANT BIRD AREA 
The Barrington countryside attracts people with its beautiful open spaces and because it is a great place to 
raise a family. The same things attract many bird species to the area.

Habitat loss and degradation are two major threats to bird populations. 
Barrington Hills’ abundance of protected and restored nature makes it 
an important place for birds to breed. Many of them are migrants that fly 
thousands of miles to nest in our local grasslands and woodlands. 

Cook County’s Spring Creek Forest Preserve in Barrington Hills has been 
recognized as part of a global network of important places for birds, the 
Important Bird Areas (IBA) program, administered in the United States 
by the National Audubon Society.  After years of habitat improvements by 
volunteers, nonprofit partners and the Forest Preserves of Cook County, 
Spring Creek was recognized as an IBA in 2010. Since then, restoration 
work has continued. Both the scale and quality of the prairie, woodland, and 
wetland habitats have increased.

At the heart of Spring Creek’s nearly 4,000 acres, Galloping Hill Prairie 
is located  across the road from Penny Road Pond. Increasingly rare 
grassland birds like Bobolinks--which spend winters 6,000 miles south 
in the grasslands of Argentina—as well as Henslow’s Sparrows and 
Grasshopper Sparrows can be seen and heard through the summer 

months. Shrubland birds like Indigo 
Buntings, Brown Thrashers, and Field 
Sparrows abound.

Baker’s Lake and Cook County’s Paul 
Douglas Preserve are two other IBA’s in 
the Barrington area. Every spring and fall, 
Citizens for Conservation (CFC) sponsors 
bird walks to visit these and other bird-
rich places led by Wendy Paulson, a lifelong bird conservationist.  We thank 
Wendy Paulson, Justin Pepper (Bobolink Foundation’s Chief Conservation 
Officer) and CFC for sharing this valuable information. Find the bird walk 
schedule at citizensforconservation.org, and to learn more about the Birds 
of Barrington, visit 365barrington.com. 

BIRD CONSERVATION PROGRAMS WITH CFC 
Citizens for Conservation has a number of bird conservation programs 
benefiting our community which are delivering significant results:

• Habitat Corridors Program provides on-site home consultation for 
bird-friendly habitat landscaping.

• Educational sessions for homeowners on wildlife and creating 
habitat.

• A youth “nature discovery museum” filled with bird related activities.

• A long-term shrubland bird habitat study on a CFC preserve to 
develop new restoration techniques supporting bird habitats

Citizens For Conservation is celebrating its 50th year anniversary! 
Congratulations! CFC’s efforts show significant results. Hundreds 
of bird species, including many protected species, of native and 
migratory birds use our lands.

Be sure to visit their exhibitors table at 

The Hills Are Alive Fall Festival, Sunday, September 19th, Noon – 4 PM.

KIDSKIDS: : 
Build and decorate your own Build and decorate your own 

birdhouse at The Hills Are Alive birdhouse at The Hills Are Alive 
Fall Fest!Fall Fest!

Dickcissel

Bobolink Male

Grasshopper Sparrow

Photos courtesy of Stephen Barten
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For the most up-to-date info:
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IMPORTANT DATES

August 21: BCFPD Open House and Blood Drive, 8 AM – 4 PM

August 21: Barrington Family Expo, Noon – 4:00 PM

August 28: Tartans for the Trust, 3 – 7 PM

September 11:   LeCompte/Kalaway Trailowners Cup, 11 AM – 5 PM

SEPTEMBER 19:   9TH ANNUAL THE HILLS ARE ALIVE FALL 

 FESTIVAL, Noon – 4 PM

October 9: CFC’s 50 Fest Community Celebration

Solution under News at vbhil.gov


