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Minutes of February 24, 2015 
Barrington Area Council of Governments - Executive Board Meeting 

Held at the Barrington Township Office – 7:00 pm 

 
Members Present:  Al Pino – North Barrington; Paula McCombie – South Barrington;  
David Nelson – Cuba Township; Karen Darch – Barrington; Gene Dawson – Barrington Township;  
Martin McLaughlin – Barrington Hills;  Christopher Mitchell – Lake Barrington; Robert Kellermann – Deer Park 
 
Others Present: Bridgett O’Shea – Barrington Courier; Brian Battle – CUSD 220 School Board President 

Staff: Janet Agnoletti – Executive Director; Carol Rolfs – Treasurer; Carol McLuckie – Administrative 
Assistant/Recording Secretary  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:07pm by Chairman Kellermann.  The pledge of allegiance was said followed by roll 
call attendance: Mitchell, Pino, McCombie, Nelson, Darch, Dawson and Kellermann were present, forming a 
quorum.  

Minutes 
Nelson made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 27th, 2015 board meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Darch and passed unanimous vote by Kellerman, Pino, McCombie, Nelson, Darch, Dawson and 
Mitchell.  

Treasurers Report of February 2015 
Rolfs presented the February, 2015 treasurers reports. A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Darch 
to approve the treasurer’s reports as submitted. Motion was approved by roll call vote with Pino, McCombie, 
Nelson, Darch, Dawson and Mitchell voting aye and Kellermann abstaining. 

Medical Insurance Reimbursement Procedure 
Agnoletti recapped the outcome of the Finance committees’ discussion on this topic. Kellermann followed with 
his interpretation of the new law and tax consequences.  Kellermann has concerns about the reimbursement 
process; he thinks penalties could be imposed based on the tax training he recently received, and he would like 
a letter from the auditor waiving BACOG’s liability. Kellermann suggested holding off on making any decision in 
changing the way medical insurance is handled. Rolfs said no auditor is willing to sign a waiver at this time  
because the regulations only came out in December 2014. McCombie asked if changes to the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) would affect all businesses, not just BACOG, and the answer was yes. Darch said the Finance 
Committee consensus had been to change the procedural aspect the medical insurance payment, and for the 
village to withhold the appropriate amount (30%) from Agnoletti’s paycheck, the village will pay the 
employer’s portion (70%), and BACOG will reimburse the village for the employer’s portion.  This will remove 
the reimbursement to the employee which seems to be the problem under the ACA.  Consensus was to make 
the procedural change for now and if other changes are needed to make them at the time they become clear. 
 
Public Comments  
Brian Battle, CUSD board president addressed the BACOG board. Battle said the district is watching financial 
and budget issues in Springfield as well as teacher pension issues.  Superintendent Brian Harris is on the board 
of LUDA, Large Unit Districts Association, and Battle is on the executive board of EDRED which may be useful 
for anything the school district and BACOG want to cooperate on. Financially, this is a year where the school 
district is going to have to cut their budget. This will be done with efficiencies mostly, not a reduction in 
teaching staff.  In about a month the school district will release 80 teachers; Battle explained that In order to 
let a full time or tenured teacher go, a school district must let go of all the part time teachers first. Therefore 
the 80 positions that will be cut are part timers. These employment laws are dictated by the state. Of other 
interest, the school district has asked for a waiver from the school code that allows for online learning for high 
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school students, this would affect the hours of the school day. The district has shifted finals to before winter 
break, added a pilot full day kindergarten, and will have a committee working on changing the start times of all 
the schools. Battle is looking for people to serve on this committee.  The first draft of recommendations would 
be due in December 2015 or January 2016. The school district is also discussing the30 acre Wamburg property 
and is pursuing a change to the intergovernmental agreement on that tract to allow for school uses. There is a 
protected area within that property that the district would like to use in cooperation with BACT and CFC for 
outdoor education. Agnoletti reminded Battle of a previous conversation of theirs, to consider a dedicated  
groundwater monitoring well there, which the school might sponsor. Battle responded that once the zoning 
issues were resolved more serious discussion could be had.  

Battle added that Lines and Hough St. elementary schools are the only two schools in Illinois, outside of 
Chicago Public Schools that are participating in a google entrepreneurship project called the National 
Lemonade Day program.  Students will be paired with business mentors, work with the Barrington Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and be featured at their biz ed community expo. He also acknowledges their 
foundation which does such great work and helps them incubate new ideas. The foundation has committed to 
a four year (robotics) funding program and is pushing STEM into the elementary grades. It is a great program 
introducing kids to coding at an early age. It is especially beneficial to break down the barriers for girls at an 
early age. As part of the sesquicentennial, Barrington has secured the US Naval band to perform at the high 
school on August 30th. Dawson asked about the reserve. Battle said the district would have had to cut the 
budget regardless of the land purchase. Pino asked how the governor’s plan would affect the district. Battle 
felt that governor’s proposal increases revenue to schools, he is not sure how it will be allocated.  Pino asked 
about pension funding, which Battle felt the school needed to take a share of the responsibility and could 
absorb the cost by negotiating with teachers.  
 
Kellerman suggested moving forward.  
 

Finance Committee Report  
McCombie said the finance committee discussed the previously addressed medical insurance issue, rent and 
the future location of BACOG.   

Groundwater  
Angoletti distributed the final Baseline Groundwater Conditions Report to the board. 

The presentation that was planned from Jon Hortness, USGS, will be rescheduled. 
 
Policy and Long Range Committee Report 
Pino reported that there will be a meeting this spring and he would like to take a different approach, to discuss 
coordination of group purchases and services, coordinate IGA’s with the members, and support member 
issues.  He mentioned possible coordination of surface water issues like stormwater and drainage. 
 
Legislative Committee Report 
Dawson said the Legislative Breakfast was the best one in years.  Dawson expressed kudos to Kellermann and 
Leitner who did a great job presenting for BACOG. A lot of coordination and cooperation went into planning 
the breakfast, and he thanked Agnoletti for her work. Approximately 115 people were in the audience and 11 
legislators were on the panel, including Congressman Peter Roskam who gave comments.  

It was decided not to participate in the joint COG press release.  The fact sheet that Agnoletti is preparing for 
Springfield lobby day and sending to legislators will be more focused on working with the governor. 

BACOG’s Lobby Day is March 4-5. There will be a reception with MCCG on the evening of the 4th at the Hilton 
Pinnacle Club.  There will be a legislative briefing and lunch at 12:00 at the Illinois Municipal League. The 
governor’s proposal on Local Government Distributive Funds (LGDF) and BACOG’s strategy to address this was 
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discussed at the committee meeting. A joint COG letter to Governor has been developed that includes BACOG 
and requires Chairman Kellermann’s signature; the members of the Executive Board previously agreed to 
support the letter and Kellermann indicated he will sign the letter.  Kellermann added he would like to see the 
government be fair and equitable to everyone. 
 
7:45 McLaughlin arrived. 

Emergency Management 
Kellermann shared that Deer Park’s emergency management plan was accepted by the state of Illinois and 
Lake County. Darch spoke about the progress of the emergency management tabletop exercise which will be 
held Tuesday, May 12th from 8:00 am till noon at the Barrington Public Safety Building in conjunction with 
Advocate Good Shepherd Hospital.  At this point it is expected that 50 to 60 people will be attending the 
event. Agnoletti invited LaToya Labose from Cook County Health Department and Bob Grum from Lake County 
Health Department will attend. Darch said an invitation should be extended to CUSD 220. Dawson suggested 
striking a balance between Cook and Lake Counties. Agnoletti added that the Emergency Management 
committee is trying to keep the group small. Darch suggested giving the scenario to Grum and see who he 
suggests inviting. Agnoletti will send out details of the event soon. Agnoletti will not be inviting village and 
township officials and staff ; these invitations will be up to each respective board member who are asked to 
keep their total number to 2 or 3.  
 

Water Resource Initiative 
No report 
 
Directors Report 
No report 
 

Barrington 
Darch announced that Barrington was officially 150 on February the 16th which officially kicked off the yearlong 
celebration. On April 25th and 26th there will be an 1865 style street fair. TheFourth of July, August 30th Navy 
Band, September 19th civil war reenactment, which the hospital will be sponsoring are all part of the 
festivities.  In October the school Homecoming will celebrate.  Baby Face Nelson will be in town to reenact the 
Battle of Barrington on November 27th. There will be a special sesquicentennial edition magazine for sale. 
 
South Barrington 
McCombie said there would be a policy change for non-union staff regarding accumulation of vacation and sick 
time.  Interviews with police candidates are wrapping up, and a choice should be made next week. South 
Barrington still does not know who the new owner of the Arboretum will be. 
 
Lake Barrington 
Lake Barrington is adding additional antennas to the top of the water tower as part of an Emergency 
Management project. This is being done in conjunction with Good Shepherd Hospital and Lake County and will 
help to further signal range to indoor locations. Lake Barrington is also working on promoting business, such as 
Pepper Park Coffee which is having a ribbon cutting ceremony this Thursday afternoon.  Lake Barrington has 
refinanced their long term bonds for open space. Their banking relationship has switched to Barrington Bank 
and Trust. Mitchell added that their reserves run at about 66%. 
 
North Barrington 
Pino reported that North Barrington is still trying to get the traffic light put in on Old Barrington Rd. and Route 
22, which is a safety issue. The board is looking at how they might cut their budget to address the LGDF cut. 
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Cuba Township 
No report 
 

Barrington Hills 
McLaughlin stated that the village has decreased spending while increasing their road program. Legal 
expenditures have been cut. They are offering employee retirement incentives, and evaluating financial 
improvements, like pension obligation bonds to cover unfunded liability.  McLaughlin stated that the board 
considered consolidating 911 services but there is no resolution yet.  
 
Deer Park 
Kellermann brought up national health insurance, and the IRS is mandating audits that include ACA payments.  
He said that payments from ACA are supposed to come from IRS refunds. He said 800,000-1,000,000 tax 
returns that include ACA information have been returned.  

Other 
McLaughlin asked about the document that was put together in reference to the Governor’s budget address 
and the LGDF cuts. He had a problem with a few portions of it and wanted to know where the information 
came from. Agnoletti responded that no press release will go out and that the information referenced in it 
came from BACOG members administrators.  McLaughlin thinks budget and spending are two different things, 
and he thinks spending, not budget, is what we should be talking about.  BACOG board members noted they 
were shocked that the Governor wants to exempt police and fire from any pension changes. 
 
Barrington Township 
Dawson was not present at this point 
 
New Business 
No new business 
 
A motion was made by McLaughlin and second by Nelson, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm on a 
unanimous vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Carol McLuckie, Recording Secretary 


