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Bridgeport in my Rear View Mirror: Mangled, Maudlin, 

Memoirs of Semi-truth-less Adolescent Adventures (and 

Misadventures)in the 40s and 50s in Connecticut is romantic 

nostalgia that weaves humorous, sentimental and sexual 

experiences with the major events, trends, movements, and 

celebrities of the 1940s and 1950s in words, pictures, and images.  

 “B” movies , Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, The Lone Ranger;  

Frankenstein,  Dracula, Wolf  man, Tarzan, The Perils of Pauline,  

decoder rings;  Spanky and Our Gang, The Bowery Boys,  Laurel 

and Hardy,  Martin and Lewis are magic names, priceless 

memories, and reasons to smile for many Americans as are 

mention of  the Yankees, Dodgers, Giants, Mel Allen, Yogi Berra, 

78 RPM shellac (wax) records,  Jukeboxes,  Frisbees,  Milton 

Berle,  Jack Benny,  Lucille Ball, Sid Caesar, Bishop Fulton J. 

Sheehan, The Andrew Sisters,  Kate Smith,  Doris Day,  Burns and 

Allen,  Arthur Godfrey,  Howdy Doody,  Kukla, Fran and Ollie, 

Frank Sinatra,  Andy Hardy,  Judy Garland, The $64,000 Question,  

S&H Green stamps,  Comic books,  The Saturday Evening Post,  

Playboy Magazine,  Arthur Murray, and Gloria Steinem. These 

icons of the 40s and 50s are powerful and emotional evocateurs 

even after seven decades. 

The author’s real and imagined, serious and humorous life experiences and sexual coming of age at 

various stages of adolescence connect the dots and provide continuity.  If you lived through WW II, rationing, 

the “Red Scare,” danced to Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller, and watched Ed Sullivan on Sunday nights 

memories will come flooding back. If your parents told you about old time radio, eleven-inch, black and 

white, remote-less TVs, Ford Fairlanes, drive-in movies, American Bandstand and “sock hops and panty 

raids,” you will appreciate their life experiences all the more and connect with them on a deeper level while 

enjoying a work whose style is easy reading, mildly scholarly, and amusingly reminiscent of universal 

adolescent memories many have experienced and shared, albeit at a different time and place. It is trip down 

memory lane for young and old alike. 

  

The sequel, East of Eden, West of Bridgeport: Mad Men and Mad Times in the 60s and 

70s, is in progress and will be released in the spring of 2016. 

 

Nick M Nero is also the author of JFK: Assassination Rehearsal (Algora Publishing, 

2014) which has been critically acclaimed by scholars and researchers in the field. 
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