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This letter is written in response to the December 8th request for a special 
meeting by Trustees Gohl and Selman for the stated sole purpose to "discuss 
and approve the (Anderson) Horse Boarding Text Amendment" recommended by 
the ZBA to the BOT, amending sections 5-2-1, 5-3-4, and 5-5-2 of the Village's 
ordinance. I would like to formally put forth my objection to this meeting taking 
place at the requested time on the basis of several factors which I believe show 
the agenda item is premature, as well as demonstrates a lack of respect and 
consideration for the residents of this community, the office of the Village 
President, and the various boards and commissions which are put in place for 
the public health and safety of this Village.   
 

Firstly, a regularly scheduled meeting of the BOT is already set for 
December 19, 2014.  As this has been on the Village's calendar since January, 
the public and members of the BOT have been able to accommodate their 
schedules in reliance on it.  I see no reason to hold a special meeting, of which 
the public has not been apprised with sufficient time to address their respective 
schedules during the busy holiday season. In fact, the whole process within 
which a meeting such as this has been called, is disrespectful of the trustees' and 
the residents' time. In this instance, I hold no illusion that five of the trustees of 
the BOT were aware, prior to the December 8th request even being made, that 
there would be a quorum available for this meeting.  Namely, that those five 
trustees would be available.   

 
Despite my response to the request for the special meeting, which was 

communicated to me by the Clerk for the first time on December 9th, wherein 
both the Village President and I indicated prior commitments on the date 
requested, I never received confirmation that a quorum had been achieved until I 
requested whether one was from the Village Administrator late Thursday (12/11) 
afternoon.  I had sent several communications to Village administration 
requesting information to prepare for the meeting, in the event it took place, and 
further indicating that no confirmation had been provided.  Despite this, it took me 
being physically present in Village Hall and posing a direct question to 
Administrator Kosin before I was given confirmation at around 4:50 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 11th, that the meeting was confirmed.  Why was information 
like this withheld from me, an elected official of the Village?  I immediately 
requested whether the meeting had been posted on the Village's website, which, 
of course, it had not, and stated that the residents of the this community 
deserved better from our Village administration than to receive notice of such an 



important meeting for the first time on a Friday afternoon (the anticipated posting 
date) during the holiday season.  At my insistence, the Deputy Clerk posted the 
meeting on the Village's calendar late Thursday afternoon. 
 

While still in Village Hall, I pulled the meeting up on the Village's calendar 
and saw that the posted agenda listed the section of the meeting for Public 
Comment to be after the "vote" on the Horse Boarding Text Amendment.  When I 
asked Mr. Kosin and the Deputy Clerk why Public Comment had been moved to 
the end of the agenda when President McLaughlin had moved it to the beginning 
of the agenda shortly after taking office, the Deputy Clerk indicated she would 
change it and that it must have been drafted on a template from the former 
administration's agenda.  The Village Administrator then indicated that Public 
Comment could not be moved because it was specifically requested to be after 
the “vote” by Trustees Gohl and Selman.  I asked how it was acceptable that two 
trustees could circumvent the policy put in place by the Village's elected 
President and the right of the tax paying members of the public to voice their 
stance in favor or against the proposed amendment in advance of a vote, and 
was told this was allowed under our code.  When I later requested written 
confirmation regarding the moving of Public Comment, Mr. Kosin advised me in 
writing that both Trustees Selman and Gohl had advised the Village Clerk orally 
that they wanted Public Comment moved to the end of the meeting.  He further 
advised that he followed up with them by phone to confirm their request and 
additionally contacted Trustee Messer who agreed that Public Comment should 
be held after the BOT vote on the amendment.  These Trustees have not 
requested my input on this change to the current President's policy and I wish to 
be on the record in advance of the meeting that I find this to be a complete 
betrayal of the trust of the residents of this Village and a continued show of 
divisive tactics that defy the current President's attempts at open, honest, and 
transparent government. 
 

Further, the Agenda indicates that there will be a "vote" on the Anderson 
Horse Boarding Text Amendment.  To the extent this change in the agenda 
which typically reads "discuss for approval," or some such language, is an 
attempt to further curtail the voice of the sitting trustees to discuss the 
amendment, I show my objection to these strong arm tactics, as well. 
 

Lastly, and most importantly, any vote on the Anderson Horse Boarding 
Text Amendment is decidedly premature.  As Trustee Gohl knows from having 
attended the most recent Plan Commission meeting on December 8th, the Plan 
Commission has requested that the BOT put off any vote on this item until they 
have had an opportunity to review the language and analyze it in light of the 
Village's Comprehensive Plan to assure there is no negative impact on the 
protections afforded the Village by the Comprehensive Plan.  Further, as Trustee 
Harrington should be aware as he is Trustee Liaison to the Board of Health, the 
BOH has discussed on both November 12th and December 9th, and voted 
specifically on December 9th to request that any vote on the Anderson Horse 



Boarding Text Amendment be put off until such time as expert analysis and 
studies can be undertaken to look into the potential effect of horse grazing 
density on our Village.  The BOH specifically requested that Administrator Kosin 
convey this request to Trustee Harrington. 
 

I'm disappointed, but no longer surprised, by the lack of considered 
thought and protection for the majority of residents and their property displayed 
by certain members of the Village's boards and commissions in fervent favor of a 
distinct minority, arguably a single landowner.  There are no properties other than 
the one that is the subject of current longstanding litigation that are in any 
manner jeopardized by the Village’s Ordinances as they currently exist.  To rush 
this vote prematurely, and under such negative and underhanded conditions, 
continues the tone of discord and divisiveness that has separated this Village 
and unnecessarily pitted neighbor against neighbor.  We will assuredly end up in 
more than one costly lawsuit as a result of these tactics.  The biggest threat, 
however, is not to our Village coffers, but to the peaceful and friendly 
relationships that used to exist within the confines of our Village boundaries.      

 
Please provide the entirety of this letter to the members of the Board of 

Trustees and make it a part of the E-Packet materials for the Special Meeting 
scheduled for Monday, December 15th.  In that I have already conveyed my 
displeasure with the Village administration’s apparent failure to post material 
matters that I had requested to be part of this meeting’s E-Packet last week, it is 
my expectation that this letter be posted as early as possible on Monday 
morning.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s Colleen Konicek Hannigan 
 
Trustee, Village of Barrington Hills 
112 Algonquin Road 
Barrington Hills, IL 60010-5199 
847.551.3005 
 
cc:  Members of the Board of Trustees 
 E-Packet for 12.15.14 Special Meeting 
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